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November 28, 2016
Dear [salutation],
When was the last time you had a chance to get outdoors?
I’m not sure about you, but I find a sense of peace when I’m outside
that only nature can provide. Have you taken a long walk lately?
Hiked a trail? Ridden a bicycle? Maybe even kayaked a stream? Our
calendars are filled with so many tasks, and our lives are filled with
so many screens, especially at this time of year. It’s hard to find time
to reset in nature, but it is one of our greatest resources and it’s out
there, waiting for us.
But what if it wasn’t?
Our access to nature is diminishing. If you’ve been in Austin for a
while, you know things have changed quickly. When I was growing
up here in the 1950s, Westlake was in the country, The Salt Lick was
“in the boonies,” and the population of Austin was less than 200,000.
Today, it’s 2,000,000.
Through your generosity we can create access to nature. Access
that is going to be increasingly vital as green space is consumed.
The Violet Crown Trail, a 30-mile nature trail stretching from the heart of Austin’s Zilker Park south to the
Wildflower Center and into Hays County, will offer unprecedented access to nature for all those who live,
work and play in Central Texas.
Please take a moment out of your busy schedule to make
a gift that will help to ensure that there is nature to escape
to when we have the time to seek it.
Every day more than 150 people move into the greater Austin
area. These people need housing, jobs, green space – and
Water!
So, let’s talk about water: Have you drank enough today? Did
you take a shower this morning? Washed dishes, perhaps?
What if this vital natural resource wasn’t readily available?
Water is life. It’s the backbone of everything we do. Without
a plentiful supply, our daily lives would look very different.
With every development more green space is consumed
and water resources strained.

YES! I WANT TO HELP ENSURE WATER QUALITY & ACCESS TO NATURE.
Hill Country Conservancy is a nonprofit land trust
committed to preserving the natural beauty and open
spaces of the Texas Hill Country — forever.
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Other Amount: $

Cash/Check Enclosed

Charge my Credit Card

Give Online: hillcountryconservancy.org/[url]

Hill Country Conservancy was created in 1999 to conserve
land – and the aquifer below – in the Texas Hill Country
so that it is “Here Forever,” ensuring our water quality and
quantity and our green spaces in perpetuity. Can you
get your head around that word? Perpetuity. It’s tough for
me to believe that we are conserving land forever in its
natural state.
Your gift allows us to conserve more land in the rolling
Texas Hill Country and provide relief to the aquifer that
lies beneath.
Now let’s get back to that question about getting outdoors!
Imagine grabbing your back pack or jumping on your bike and heading from Zilker Park as far as you can
fathom traveling by foot or bike in a day. That is what the Violet Crown Trail (VCT) will offer you. The VCT is
a chance to escape to the great outdoors, from our very own backyard, into a safe, free meandering path
through the rolling hills and natural landscape of Central Texas.
Let’s blaze this trail together, while we still can.
This is your earth. This is your water. It belongs
to you, your children and your grandchildren. We
need your help to protect it before it is gone.
Your gift this holiday season will ensure that nature
and green space is secure for generations to come.
It will provide relief to the water resources we all too
often take for granted. And it will provide access to
nature before the chance to secure it passes us by.
I’m honored to be a part of this work and hope you
will join me.
Earth and Water give us life. It’s time to give back.

See you outside,

George Cofer
Executive Director
P.S. – Protect our Hill Country and vital water resources so that they are truly here forever – for
generations to come!
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